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CONSTITUTION  
of  the 

INDEPENDENT LUTHERAN DIOCESE 
 

ARTICLE 1 - Purpose 
Desiring the promotion of true orthodoxy in the unity of the true faith 
by returning to our first love, Jesus Christ, and the Traditional Liturgy, 
Doctrines and faith of the Lutheran Church, this organization is 
formed.  

 
ARTICLE 2 - Name  

The name of this organization shall be: The Independent Lutheran 
Diocese (hereafter referred to as the ILD). 
 

ARTICLE 3 - Statement of Faith 
Section 1 .  The ILD accepts the canonical Scriptures of the Old and 
New Testaments as the verbally inspired and inerrant Word of God, 
and as the only infallible rule and norm of Christian doctrine and 
practice. 
 
Section 2 .  The ILD accepts the Symbolical Books of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church, contained in the Book of Concord (1580), as true 
and faithful expositions of the Word of God, and as correct 
statements of the teaching of Holy Scripture and of the faith of the 
ILD. These Symbolical Writings are: The Apostles" Creed, the Nicene 
Creed, the Athanasian Creed, the Unaltered Augsburg Confession, 
the Apology of the Augsburg Confession, the Smalcald Articles, the 
Treatise on the Power and Primacy of the Pope, Luther's Small 
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Catechism, Luther's Large Catechism, and the Formula of Concord 
(Epitome). 
Section 3 . The substance of this article shall remain unalterable. 
 

ARTICLE 4 - Duties of the ILD 
• To stand guard over the purity and unity of doctrine within the 

ILD and to oppose false doctrine. 
• To help pastors remain faithful in the performance of their 

duties. 
• To prepare future pastors for service in the Church. 
• To examine candidates for the Holy Ministry. 
• To provide for ecclesiastical ordination and installation into the 

pastoral office. 
• To assist congregations in need of pastoral care. 
• To give theological opinions. 
• To strive for uniformity in ceremonies. 
• To maintain in the congregations the exclusive use of orthodox 

hymnals, agendas, and catechetical materials. 
• To establish connections with Orthodox, Confessional Lutheran 

Churches. 
• To establish mission congregations wherever the Lord provides 

opportunity. 
 

ARTICLE 5 - Governance  
Section 1.  The initial government of this organization shall be vested 
in the Presiding Bishop until a Board of three (3) Trustees, which 
shall include the Presiding Bishop, the Secretary, and the Treasurer 
can be formed. The number of Trustees shall remain at three (3) until 
the first General Meeting of the, at which time the voting members of 
the organization may elect up to four (4) additional Trustees, 
including an Auxiliary Bishop, if there is a qualified candidate for this 
office among the members of the organization. The total number of 
Trustees shall not exceed seven (7). 
 
Section 2 . The Presiding Bishop, and Auxiliary Bishop when such 
vacancy exists, shall be called by the Church through the General 
Meeting. 
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Section 3 . The term of office for the Secretary and the Treasurer 
shall be four (4) years. The term of office for other Trustees shall be 
two (2) years. 
 

ARTICLE 6 - Role of Trustees 
The Trustees shall have the general management and control of all 
the secular business and temporal affairs of said organization. All 
such business and affairs they shall conduct in accordance with the 
constitution, bylaws, rules and resolutions of the ILD. The Secretary 
shall keep a record of all transactions of the Board.  
 

ARTICLE 7 - Presiding Bishop and Auxiliary Bishop 
Section 1 . The Presiding Bishop and Auxiliary Bishop must be 
ordained ministers of the ILD.           
 
Section 2 . The Presiding Bishop shall supervise the doctrine and 
practice of the ILD's ministers and member congregations, and he 
may be assisted in this regard by the Auxiliary Bishop.  
 
Section 3 . The Bishop and Auxiliary Bishop may be a pastor of a 
member congregation of the ILD. Each of them is subject to the same 
disciplinary procedures which apply to any ordained minister of the 
ILD. 
 
Section 4 . In the event of the resignation, incapacitating illness, or 
death of the Presiding Bishop, the Auxiliary Bishop (if one is called to 
that position) shall assume the office of Presiding Bishop until the 
next General Meeting of the ILD, at which time a permanent 
successor shall be selected by vote from the geographical Bishops of 
the churches of the ILD and under inspiration from God and Jesus 
Christ. The Presiding Bishop has to reside within the continental 
United States.  
 
Section 5.   The Presiding Bishop, Auxiliary Bishop, and local Bishop 
are perpetual terms. 
 

ARTICLE 8 - The Treasurer 
The Treasurer shall receive and disburse the funds of the 
organization under the direction of the ILD and its Board of Trustees. 
The funds of the organization shall be used in carrying out the 
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purposes of the organization as stated in Article 4 of this constitution 
and for the support and advancement of orthodox Lutheran 
institutions and missions which meet the criteria of Article 3 of this 
constitution. The Treasurer shall keep true account of all funds 
received and disbursed and make full report to the Board of Trustees 
at such times as the Board, by resolution, may request. He shall give 
such bond for the faithful performance of his duties as the Board may 
direct. The fiscal year of the ILD shall be Jan1st through Dec 31st.  
 

ARTICLE 9 - Elected Officers 
Until such a time as Trustees can be elected, The duties of the 
Secretary and Treasurer shall be vested in the Presiding Bishop of 
the Church.  
 

ARTICLE 10 - Election of Officers 
Election of officers and Trustees of this organization shall take place 
at its annual General Meeting. In the event of the vacancy of an 
office, the remaining Trustees shall appoint an eligible person to fill 
his office until the next regular General Meeting of the ILD, except in 
the vacancy of the office of the Presiding Bishop.  
 

ARTICLE 11  – General Meetings of the ILD 
The ILD shall meet in a General Meeting to conduct its affairs, at a 
time and place convenient to its members. The time and place of 
such Meeting shall be determined in consultation with the members 
of the organization as shall be determined by the Board of Trustees. 
The ILD will meet in General Meeting at least once every two years. 
The Trustees shall call a Meeting of the ILD upon the petition of the 
majority of its member congregations. 
 

ARTICLE 12 - Determination of a Quorum 
A quorum to carry on the business of this organization at any of its 
regular General Meetings shall be the number of voting members 
present. 
 

ARTICLE 13 – Dissolution 
Should dissolution be determined necessary, any ILD assets 
remaining after the payment of all outstanding debts shall be 
disposed of by transfer to one or more organizations, institutions, 
associations, foundations, etc. which serve one or more of the 
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purposes of this organization as determined by its members in a 
legally called meeting. 
 

ARTICLE 14 - Concerning Articles & Bylaws 
The Articles and Bylaws of this constitution may be changed or 
repealed, or any new ones added at any regular General Meeting the 
ILD by a vote of not less than two-thirds (2/3) of the voting 
membership present, provided that proposed changes are published 
in the Reports and the same sent to member congregations at least 
thirty (30) days prior to the first day of the general Meeting. 
 
ARTICLE 15 - Bylaws, Amendments and Continuing Reso lutions 

(Procedures) 
Section 1 . The ILD may adopt or amend bylaws of this constitution at 
any General Meeting of the ILD by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of the 
voting member present. All proposed bylaw changes must be 
available to congregations at least thirty (30) days prior to the first day 
of the General Meeting. 
 
Section 2 . This constitution may be amended at any General 
Meeting of the ILD by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of the voting members 
present, except for those Articles which are determined to be 
unalterable.  All proposed amendments must be available to 
congregations at least six (6) months prior to the first day of the 
General Meeting. 
Section 3 . Continuing Resolutions that pertain to the administrative 
functions of the ILD may be adopted or amended by a majority vote 
of the General Meeting. Continuing Resolutions that pertain to the 
public confession of this ILD on matters of doctrine or morality may 
be adopted or amended by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of the General 
Meeting. 
 

ARTICLE 16 - Rules of Order 
All official meetings of the ILD, or that of any of its Boards or 
committees, shall be conducted in accordance with the current edition 
of Robert's Rules of Order. 
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ARTICLE 17 – Advisory Nature of the ILD 
The ILD is only advisory with respect to member congregations with 
their pastors. Individual congregations operate according to their own 
constitution and bylaws. 

 
ARTICLE 18 - Membership 

The members of the ILD are the ordained ministers and the 
congregations which have been received into membership according 
to the procedures outlined in this constitution. 
 

ARTICLE 19 - Property Ownership 
Each member congregation of the ILD will retain full title to its 
properties. The ILD will make no stipulations or bylaws denying the 
property rights of its member congregations. The ILD will afford its 
member congregations full freedom to separate themselves from ILD 
by whatever manner is stipulated in their congregational constitutions. 
The ILD will make no stipulation or bylaw denying member 
congregations freedom to leave the ILD. The constitutions of 
individual congregations will stipulate their own relationship with the 
ILD in regard to membership and property. If a congregation 
dissolves, its property may be given to the ILD to dispose of in the 
manner that congregation so desires. 
 

ARTICLE 20 - Member Congregations 
Section 1 . A congregation which seeks membership in the ILD, shall 
adhere to the following procedure: 
a. It shall terminate its membership in any other church-body with 
which it may be affiliated. 
b. It shall profess its agreement with the doctrinal basis of the ILD as 
set forth in Article 3 of this constitution. 
c. It shall be served by a pastor who holds membership in the ILD 
and who will conduct his ministry in its midst in accordance with the 
doctrine and practice of the ILD. 
d. If necessary, it shall revise and/or amend its constitution and 
bylaws in order to bring them into harmony with the constitution and 
bylaws of the ILD. 
e. When ready to do so, it shall formally apply for membership in the 
ILD by declaring that its doctrine and practice are in agreement with 
the doctrine and practice of the ILD, and by declaring that it will abide 
by the constitution and bylaws of the ILD. It must apply for 
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membership through the Presiding Bishop and be accepted 
provisionally by a majority vote of the Board of Trustees. 
f. When the pastor of a member congregation believes that his 
congregation is in a crisis situation, he shall consult with the local 
Bishop who will, in turn, consult with the Board. After investigation, 
the Board, in consultation with the local Bishop and the pastor of the 
congregation will determine whether or not the congregation is, 
indeed, in a crisis situation. If the congregation is determined to be in 
crisis, the Board and the local Bishop will assume management of the 
congregation until such time as the situation is resolved to the 
satisfaction of the Board and the local Bishop. 
1.) Crisis situations will include-but not be limited to-a member-or 
members-who cause continual dissention in the congregation to the 
point of creating an unstable environment; members who are under 
discipline but refuse to accept said discipline; situations of personal 
danger to the pastor and/or members of the congregation.  
2.) Other situations will be determined by the individual pastor, in 
consultation with the local Bishop and the Board. 
 
Section 2.  A congregation which holds membership in the ILD, may 
send a voting delegate to the General Meeting of the ILD. 
 
Section 3.  Adjunct Congregations. When a congregation is part of 
another church body, that congregation may apply to become an 
adjunct congregation of the ILD. It must, however, adhere to the ILD 
constitution. When it has severed membership with its former church 
body, it may then apply for congregational status in the ILD. 
 

ARTICLE 21 - Ordained Ministers 
Section 1 . An ordained Lutheran minister who seeks membership in 
the ministerium of the ILD must be in agreement with the doctrine and 
practice of the ILD, and he must agree to abide by the constitution 
and bylaws of the ILD. He must not hold simultaneous membership in 
any other church-body. He must apply for membership through the 
Presiding Bishop and be accepted provisionally by the Board of 
Trustees, with final acceptance by majority vote of local Bishops     
 
Section 2.  In addition to the stipulations of Section 1 of this Article, 
an ordained candidate for membership who is not a member of a 
church-body with which the ILD is in fellowship must participate in a 
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colloquy arranged by the Board of Trustees, in order to determine his 
agreement with the doctrine and practice of the ILD. Following 
provisional acceptance by the Board of Trustees, the candidate will 
be eligible to accept a call in the ILD. 
 
Section 3 . An ordained candidate for membership who is entering 
the ILD from another Lutheran church-body may be received by 
transfer into the ILD in accordance with Section 2 of this Article. 
 
Section 4 . An ordained member who is a member of the ministerium 
of the ILD may participate and vote in the General Meeting of the ILD. 
 
Section 5 . Ordained ministers of the ILD shall be subject to church 
discipline for the following reasons: a) teaching or preaching false 
doctrine; b) malfeasance of duty; c) immoral conduct (including, 
adultery, homosexuality, drunkenness, criminal behavior, etc.). Upon 
a charge of misconduct under one of the above categories, the 
Trustees of the ILD shall appoint a committee to investigate and 
report on the charge. If the accused is a trustee of the ILD, he shall 
not participate in the appointment of such a committee or the 
disciplinary decisions of the Board of Trustees. Discipline shall be 
determined and administered by the Board of Trustees and the 
Ministerium, in accordance with the Holy Scriptures (Matthew 18:15-
19; Luke 17:3; Titus 3:10, etc.). 
 

ARTICLE 22 - Theological Students 
A theological student studying for the ministry under the auspices of 
the ILD may attend a theological seminary approved by the ILD. As 
part of his theological studies, he may serve for approximately one 
year as a vicar (Deacon) in a member congregation of the ILD, or, if 
approved by the Presiding Bishop of the ILD, may establish a 
congregation. Upon finishing his studies, and upon approval of the 
Trustees of the ILD, he will be eligible for ordination and a call to a 
member congregation of the ILD, or to a congregation that is in the 
process of becoming a member congregation of the ILD. Upon his 
acceptance of a call, he will be ordained by the local Bishop, or a 
minister of the ILD who has been authorized by the local Bishop. 
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Request for Congregational Membership 
 

• We believe, teach, and confess the Triune God: Father, Son 
and Holy Spirit. 

 

• We believe, teach and confess Jesus Christ as Lord and 
Savior, and the gospel as the power of God for the salvation of 
all who believe in Him. 

 

• We believe, teach and accept the canonical Scriptures of the 
Old and New Testaments as the inspired, inerrant Word of God, 
and the sole authoritative source and norm of our proclamation, 
faith and fellowship. 

 

• We accept the Apostles', Nicene, and Athanasian Creeds as 
true declarations of the scriptural faith. 

 

• We believe, teach and accept the Unaltered Augsburg 
Confession and the other confessional writings in the Book of 
Concord (1580), as further valid expositions of the Holy 
Scriptures. 

 

• We accept the Constitution of the Independent Lutheran 
Diocese and will conform to ILD standards. 

 
In the conviction that God has called us through the Lordship of his 
Son Jesus Christ and the guidance of His Holy Spirit to teach and 
confess the gospel in its purity, this congregation and it's 
Pastor(s)has voted to join the Independent Lutheran Diocese, subject 
to acceptance by the ILD Board of Trustees. 
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Name of Congregation:  
 
Mailing Address:  
 
Street Address:  
 
City:                                      State:                        Zip 
 
Contact Phone:  
 
Fax:  
 
Church Email:  
 
Church Website: 
 
Check one of the following as applicable: 
_____   New congregation   
_____   Established congregation since  _______ 
_____   Currently In process of formation   
 
Does your congregation own a Parsonage? 
 
Do you own your own church facility? 
 
Present Church body or Synod affiliation: 
 
The name of the hymnal(s) used for weekly worship 
 
Baptized Membership:  
 
Confirmed Membership:  
 
Average Weekly Attendance: 
 
Date of Congregational Vote:  
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Senior pastor's information:  
 
Name: 
 
Street Address:  
 
City:                                      State:                        Zip 
 
Contact Phone: 
 
How long has your present Pastor served your congregation? 
 
Will your present Pastor be making application for membership in the 
ILD together with the congregation?   
 
Congregational president's information:  
 
Name: 
 
Street Address:  
 
City:                                      State:                        Zip 
 
Contact Phone: 
 
  

Additional information 
 
1. Include any pertinent Information that you think should be known 
about the congregation.  
 
2. Submit a brief history of the congregation with this form.  
 
3. Submit a brief paper in which you as a church congregation 
describe the qualities that you desire in future pastors. Please 
complete this step even if you are presently being served by a pastor 
and your pastor also plans to make application for Clergy 
membership in the ILD with the congregation.)  
 



 14

4. Submit a copy of the Constitution and Bylaws of your 
Congregation. If you have a copy of a budget plan for the current year 
or for the previous year and would be willing to share that information 
this also would be helpful as we learn to know you as a congregation.  
 
When you have completed all of the above parts of the application, 
you may either e-mail or mail the completed application and 
accompanying information to:  
 

Mail form to : 
Independent Lutheran Diocese 

4202 Myrtlewood Drive 
Klamath Falls, OR 97603 

 
Or e-mail to: 

indluth@yahoo.com 
 
When your materials have been received the Office of the Presiding 
Bishop will make contact by telephone (also by e-mail when 
applicable) to confirm the receipt of the application document and 
accompanying materials and at that time will present a scheduled 
time of the meeting of our Board of Trustees for the purpose of 
considering and acting upon the application of your congregation. 
Upon the approval by the ILD Board of Trustees, a congregation is 
received as a fully rostered member to the ILD Congregational roster. 
 
We give thanks to God that you are considering and/ or have made 
application to be a Charter Member congregation of the Independent 
Lutheran Diocese.  
 
Blessings to you in the Name of God the Father, God the Son, and 
God the Holy Ghost. Amen. 
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Application Steps and Procedures for Pastors  
and Seminarians  

 

Step 1.  The Pastor or Seminarian desirous of colloquy with the ILD to 
the rostered membership in ILD must complete the ILD Application 
for Ordination / Transfer of Credentials to the Office of the Presiding 
Bishop.  Certain Questionnaire SETs may be required in conjunction 
with the application.  These will be sent to the individual. 
 
Step 2.  Applicant will be contacted when the above step has been 
received by the Office of the Presiding Bishop and is placed in 
contact with the Auxiliary Bishop and local Bishop. 
 
 Step 3 . Applicant may be requested to submit a criminal background 
check and should contact an appropriate agency of his State or 
Province and request a Criminal background check with the results 
stipulated to be sent to the Presiding Bishop. 
 
Step 4 . Applicant will be contacted by the members in step 2 for an 
interview. 
 
Step 5 . The interviewing members will convene to consider the 
request of the applicant. 
 
Step 6 .  Applicant will be contacted with the results after review of the 
applicant's application, questionnaire SETs, and interviews have 
been completed and duly considered.    
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Application for Ordination or Transfer of CredentialsApplication for Ordination or Transfer of CredentialsApplication for Ordination or Transfer of CredentialsApplication for Ordination or Transfer of Credentials    
    

You are completing this application for the Ordained Ministry with Independent 
Lutheran Diocese.  Please complete all sections, and answer all questions as 
honestly and thoroughly as possible.  All information provided will be kept 
confidential , and made available only to Church Officials in considering your 
application.  Please type or print clearly your responses. 
 

SecSecSecSection 1 tion 1 tion 1 tion 1 –––– Personal  Information Personal  Information Personal  Information Personal  Information    
 
Last Name:_______________________________________________________ 
 
First Name: ________________________ Middle Name:___________________   
 
Date of Birth: _______________ Place of Birth: __________________________  
 
Sex:  M   F     Marital Status: _________   Nationality:  _____________________ 
 
Current Address:  __________________________________________________ 
 
City: _____________________________  State:______   Zip:_______________ 
 
Home Phone:  (_____) _____-______    Work Phone:  (_____) _____-________  
 
Mobile Phone: (_____) _____-______    Social Security:_____-_____-________   
 
Driver License No  ________________   
 
State/Province _________________ 
 
Primary Email Address: _____________________________________________ 
 
Secondary Email Address: ___________________________________________ 
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Name of Spouse:  _________________________________________________ 
 
Names and ages of Children: ________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________ 
 
Have you ever been Divorced or had a marriage legally annulled by any State? Yes  
No                 If “Yes” please provide a brief explanation concerning your previous 
marriage, dates, circumstances leading to the divorce, and current relationship with 
former spouse and/or children – including child support and spouse support 
(alimony) payment information – if applicable. 
 

________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________ 
 
Have you ever been accused of, charged with, convicted of, or received counseling 
for any type of abuse, including Child Abuse, Sexual Abuse, Predatory Crimes, 
Emotional Abuse, Spousal Abuse, etc.?   
Yes  No               If “Yes” please provide a brief explanation concerning the 
circumstances, dates, accusations, convictions, penalties, and disposition. 
 

________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________ 
 
Excluding minor traffic violations, have you ever been charged with and / or 
convicted of any Crime – Felony or Misdemeanor (Including suspension or 
revocation of State Driver’s License)?              Yes  No 
If “Yes” please provide a brief explanation concerning the circumstances, dates, 
charges, convictions, penalties, and disposition. 
 

________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________ 
 
Have you ever used, abused, or been addicted to illegal drugs or narcotics (including 
Marijuana); abused Over-the-Counter or Prescription Drugs and Medications; or 
been treated for drug or alcohol abuse and dependency?              Yes  No               
If “Yes” please provide a brief explanation, including dates, usage, and treatment 
received if any. 
 

________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________ 
 
If requested, would you be willing submit to a criminal background check and / or 
provide the same?      Yes     No 
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Section 2 Section 2 Section 2 Section 2 –––– Education  Education  Education  Education     

 
Name of High School:__________________________________   
State:______   Years Attended:____ to____ 
Did you Graduate?  Yes No If “No” did you complete the GED?  Yes No    
 
Name of College:__________________________________   
State:______   Years Attended:____ to____ 
Did you Graduate?  Yes No   
Major:__________ Degree Received: ________________ 
 
Name of College:__________________________________   
State:______   Years Attended:____ to____ 
Did you Graduate?  Yes No 
Major:__________ Degree Received: ________________ 
 
Name of Seminary:_________________________________   
State:______   Years Attended:____ to____ 
Did you Graduate?  Yes No   
Major:__________ Degree Received: ________________ 
 
Please provide additional Information concerning your formal and informal 
educational pursuits, as it relates to your experience, suitability, and qualification 
for Ministry and Ordination  
 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________ 
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Section 3 Section 3 Section 3 Section 3 –––– Faith and Practice Faith and Practice Faith and Practice Faith and Practice    
 
Have you received the Sacrament of Holy Baptism?   Yes  No    
Date or Age: _________________         Denomination: ____________________ 
 
Have you received the Rite of Confirmation?          Yes    No     
Date or Age: _________________         Denomination: ____________________ 
 
Have you received the Rite of Ordination? Yes No  
Date:_________________         Denomination: __________________________ 
 
Do you believe the articles of faith as expressed in the Apostles’, Nicene and 
Athanasian Creeds?  Yes No 
 
Do you believe and confess that which is contained in the Unaltered  Augsburg 
Confession Yes No 
 
Do you believe the Holy Scriptures to be the Inerrant Word of God and that they 
contain all things necessary to believe for Salvation?      Yes     No 
 
Do you believe in the Two Sacraments and 5 Rites of the Church? Yes  No 
 
Please list ALL official church positions you have held. Include Denomination, 
location and dates: 
 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Please provide the names, addresses and telephone numbers of 4 people for 
references 
 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________ 
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Section 4Section 4Section 4Section 4    –––– Employment and Parish Experience Employment and Parish Experience Employment and Parish Experience Employment and Parish Experience    

 
Are you currently employed? Yes No         If “No” Please Explain: 
________________________________________________________________  
 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
Please list ALL employment and/or paid church positions you have held during 
the past 10 years, beginning with current or most recent.  
 
From To  Employer or Church  City and State Position  Supervisor  Phone 
 
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
 
 
 
Have you ever served with, or are you currently a member of the Armed Forces 
of the United States?  Yes  No 
 
From To Branch of Service  Highest Rank Held Type of Discharge  
 
 
Combat Service? Yes  No       If “Yes” Where  ___________________ 
 
 
Please list all military awards, decorations, and special skills: 
 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________ 
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Section 5 Section 5 Section 5 Section 5 ---- Miscellaneous Miscellaneous Miscellaneous Miscellaneous    

 
For what specifically are you applying?  Ordination  Transfer 
 
Briefly explain your interest in the Independent Lutheran Diocese as the church 
in which you feel called to pursue ministry. 
 

________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________ 
 
If accepted for Ordination in the Holy Ministry, or if you are received into the ILD 
through Transfer, do you hereby solemnly affirm that you will comply with and 
conform to the doctrines and worship of the ILD? 
 
Yes No Initials________ 
 
Do you hereby solemnly affirm that you will submit to the guidance, leadership 
and authority of your local Bishop and the Presiding Bishop of the ILD? 
 
Yes No Initials________ 
 
Do you hereby solemnly affirm that you will not engage in any activity that would 
be or could be interpreted as, schismatic, scandalous, divisive, abusive, 
discriminatory, or disrespectful? 
 
Yes No Initials________ 
 
Do you hereby solemnly affirm that you will respect the opinions and practices of 
other Christians, parishes, and clergy of the ILD with whom you may not 
personally agree; and that you will strive for unity, and respect the dignity of all of 
God’s People? 
 
Yes No Initials________ 
 
Do you agree to live a Biblically moral lifestyle; one worthy of the Christian 
ministry profession? 
 
Yes No Initials________ 
 
Do you hereby solemnly affirm that you will support the Independent Lutheran 
Diocese by prayerful and (if able) financial support? 
 
Yes No Initials________ 



 22

 
Please describe, in as much detail as possible, the specific ministry you hope to 
pursue as Clergy in the Independent Lutheran Diocese.  Include information on 
how the church, mission, or program will be organized; how it will be funded; 
what type of programs you envision; and how you (and your family if applicable) 
will be supported and provided for as you pursue this work and ministry.  
 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
Do you understand that the ILD does not provide compensation or remuneration 
for its Pastors and others, nor does it have at the present time the resources to 
financially support new and struggling missions and churches; and that you will 
either need to hold secular employment, or live by the grace and generosity of 
your mission, church, or program?  
 
Yes No Initials________ 
 
I understand that falsification of this data in any manner will bring immediate 
revocation of my membership, ministerial credentialing, or ecclesiastical 
endorsement and/or cessation of the application process. 
 
Yes No Initials________ 
 
I understand that the Independent Lutheran Diocese is not legally responsible for 
myself nor my ministry and that I will not hold the ILD legally responsible for 
myself or my ministry.  I further understand that if I am ever charged with, 
accused of, investigated for, moved because of, or transferred to another position 
because of any sexual, criminal, or ethical misconduct, that I will immediately 
(within 72 hours) contact the Independent Lutheran Diocese office to report the 
same. I understand that failure to do so may bring immediate revocation of my 
membership, ministerial credentialing, and/or ecclesiastical endorsement.  
 
Yes No Initials________ 
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Section 6 Section 6 Section 6 Section 6 ----  Final Statement of Applicant  Final Statement of Applicant  Final Statement of Applicant  Final Statement of Applicant    
 
I understand and approve that the above information which I have supplied about 
myself will be used by ILD church officials in determining the appropriateness of 
my future involvement as a candidate for ordination or transfer.  I will supply 
additional information as requested in support of my statements and 
documentation.   
 
I make this application and request for ILD Pastoral membership freely.  Further, 
I understand and accept that the Pastoral membership decisions are made by 
the Presiding Bishop of the ILD and other Bishops appointed to do so; and that 
the decision of the Bishops is final. 
 
I attest before God that the above information and all supportive information and 
documentation regarding my involvement in ministry, which I have supplied is 
authentic, true and accurate to the best of my knowledge and ability. 
 
I promise to work closely with my brothers in the ministry and with the laity of the 
ILD for the good of the church and the glory of Almighty God and our Lord Jesus 
Christ.   I promise reverence and respect to the current and future Presiding 
Bishop of this church and to my local Bishop. 
 
I understand that as a member, the ILD provides no compensation for my work 
as Pastor; I am not an employee of the ILD.  Also, I understand, if ordained, that 
the ILD will grant spiritual endorsement for my ministry, but that I am also 
responsible to the Parish Council or Board of Directors of my ministry.  
 
I undertake this association as my lifelong commitment to the Independent 
Lutheran Diocese and will strive with the help of Almighty God to be faithful to the 
church’s beliefs, in following Church Guidelines, and in service to the ministry of 
Our Lord Jesus Christ.  I will lead a life of commitment and holiness so as to 
serve as an example of Christian virtue to the Body of Christ. 
  
Finally, I promise with the help of God to fulfill my Pastoral rights, responsibilities 
and obligations as provided in the Church Guidelines of the Independent 
Lutheran Diocese 
 
By signing this application below, I herewith authorize the Bishops and 
appropriate officials of the ILD to investigate my background in any legal manner 
that they consider appropriate.   

 
 
 
Signature:____________________________     
Date:______________________ 
 

Please  Attach  
Photo Here 
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Please mail this signed Application Form, along with copies of diplomas, 
transcripts, ordination certificates, consecration certificate, and any other 
supporting documents you wish to have included in considering your application 
for ordination or transfer to: 
 

Office of the Presiding Bishop 
The Independent Lutheran Diocese 

4202 Myrtlewood Drive 
Klamath Falls, OR 97603 

 
   
Diocesan Offices: 
Email: indluth@yahoo.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


